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2020 FSU GAME DAY PLAN 

A Guide to Assist Your Visit to Doak Campbell Stadium on Game Day 
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The 2020 football season will be different throughout college football including here at 
Florida State University.  The following list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
provides quick answers to common questions. 

What is the expected capacity of Doak Campbell Stadium this fall? 

We are planning for 25% capacity, which will include a mix of donors, students and 

various other commitments. 

Will seats be socially distanced? 

Yes.  We sold seats in pods of 2, 4, 6 or 8 seats.  Each of these pods is socially 
distanced to maximize personal space. 

Will masks be required in Doak Campbell Stadium? 

Yes.  Masks will be required while attending games this fall 

Will concession stands be open this season? 

Yes.  We have worked with our concessions partner to implement a plan that 
maximizes safety for our fans. In addition, transactions will be cashless at our events 
this year. 

Will fans still have access to the beer gardens this season? 

Fans will have the ability to purchase beer from concession stands, but the beer 
gardens will be closed in an effort to maximize social distancing.  Beginning this 
season, fans will be allowed to take all beverages to their seats in the stadium. 

What time will gates open this fall? 

Gates will open two hours prior to the announced kick-off time for each home game 
just as they have in the recent past. 

FAQ'S
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Will gate entry be different this year? 

Yes.  We have printed specific gate assignments on tickets that correlates to the gate 
closest to your seats.  We are asking fans to enter ONLY through the gate printed on 
your tickets. 

What  time will parking lots   open    this   season? 

Parking lots will open two and a half hours prior to announced kickoff time for each 
home game. 

When  will I receive                my                              parking       passes? 

Parking passes will be sent electronically this year.  Fans will be asked to print out your 
parking pass at home and bring with you to the game. Please have it visible for officers 
as you approach all checkpoints leading into the stadium complex.  Passes will be 
scanned and can only be used one time. 

Can I  sell  my  tickets  on  StubHub? 

Yes.  However, please be mindful of social distancing when it comes to seating within 
your pod of seats. 

Will motorhome  parking  be     available  this season? 

Yes. Seminole Booster members at specified levels who drive self-contained 
motorhomes will be eligible.  Parking assignments will be sent via email and the 
registration process begins Monday at 9:00 a.m. and ends Tuesday at noon prior to 
each home game. 

Will  the   Marching Chiefs be  present  at                                  games? 

Yes. The Chiefs will also be required to socially distance, which will reduce the 
size of the band.  They will perform their pregame and halftime shows from the 
stands. 

Will  Osceola  and    Renegade       be  allowed                                               at                                           the                                       stadium? 

Yes.  The spear plant will take place to signify the beginning of the game and then 
Osceola and Renegade will unfortunately have to exit the field per Covid-19 safety 
protocol. 

FAQ'S
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Will the Legacy Walk take place prior to gates opening? 

Unfortunately, there will not be a Legacy Walk for the Georgia Tech game. Our hope 
is to re-evaluate as the season progresses. 

Will there be a Friday Night Block Party this fall at CollegeTown? 

Unfortunately no.  Our hope is to bring this back for the spring game next year. 

Will Florida State pump in crowd noise over the public address system? No.  We have 

faith our fans can take care of that for us. 

Will you have the 50/50 lottery that you had in the past? 

Yes, no changes this season 

Are the restrictions on what fans can bring with them in the stadium the same? 

No changes from last season 

Are water fountains available inside the stadium? 

Water fountains will not be in service due to Covid-19 restrictions.  However, we will 
have several bottle filling stations for you to fill your empty water bottles. 

**All policies listed above will continue to be evaluated throughout the fall season. 

FAQ'S
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The vast majority of fans and visitors conduct themselves safely and appropriately on FSU game 

days; however, all large special events require increased planning and resources to address 

incidents that may occur. As such, the Florida State University Police Department provides 

increased resources to address safety concerns associated with the attendance on game days and 

manages those concerns with the goal of providing a safe environment. 

The Game Day Game Plan is provided to assist visitors and fans with important information 

that will help ensure a safe and enjoyable experience for everyone who comes to a game. 

What types of safety concerns do these safety regulations address? 

Parking on sidewalks is a good example. When cars are parked on the sidewalk, pedestrians are 

pushed into the street and into the path of vehicle traffic. This is especially dangerous after games, 

when up to 85,000 fans are leaving the stadium. 

This also makes it difficult for emergency vehicles – ambulances, fire trucks – to respond to the 

scene if they are needed. 

To help provide important information using today’s technology the FSU Police Department has 

provided detailed game day information on the department’s app called SEMINOLE SAFE. You 

can click on these links to download the Apple APP or Google APP 

General Information 
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Numerous campus parking venues, mainly those west of Woodward Avenue, will be 

closed for reserved parking on home football game days. All vehicles MUST be 

removed from these lots by 11:59PM on the day before a home game.  Students, please 

do not relocate vehicles to Faculty/Staff parking areas until after 4:30PM on Friday).  

Vehicles that remain parked after 11:59PM on the day before a home game will be 

towed at the owner's expense. This includes all floors of the Spirit Way and West 

Pensacola St. Garages (including all overnight areas). Motorcycles and scooters must 

also be removed from designated Booster parking areas regardless of whether or not 

they are parked in motorcycle/scooter parking spaces. Please review the FSU Football 

Game Day Parking Map to assist in locating parking lots impacted by football; restricted 

football lots are shown in red. The tow company utilized for parking enforcement is 

Hobkirk Enterprises Towing & Recovery (Phone number: (850) 224-6456). 

While some lots and garages are reserved during football games, campus parking is still 

available for students, faculty, and staff. All floors of the Woodward, Call Street and 

Traditions Way Parking Garages are available for overnight parking from 4:30 p.m. on 

Friday through Sunday. Overnight and commuter parking is also available in numerous 

parking lots on the northern and eastern sides of campus during the same time frame. 

Please review the FSU Football Game Day Parking Map for assistance in locating parking 

lots available to students, faculty, and staff on football game weekends; open lots are 

shown in yellow. 

Please make sure to relocate your vehicle to an appropriate campus parking area before 

11:59PM on Friday.

All vehicles parked on the Intramural (IM) Fields, Booster Lot 14, must be removed 

within 3 hours after the end of a game. Remaining vehicles will be towed at the owner's 

expense. 

General Parking Information 
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The Donald L. Tucker Civic Center offers parking for FSU Football games each season in our main parking 
lot. The venue is less than 1 mile away from Doak Campbell Stadium.

Game Dates: 

• 9/12 vs. Georgia Tech- 3:30 pm
• 10/3 vs. Jacksonville State- TBA
• 10/17 vs. UNC- TBA
• 11/7 vs. Pitt- TBA
• 11/ 21 vs. Clemson- TBA
• 11/28 vs. Virginia

RV Parking:
• 2 Nights: $200 plus applicable fees

Permit Valid beginning the day before game day through the morning after game day
• 1 Night: $100 plus applicable fees

Lot will open 2.5 hours prior to kickoff, advanced payments will allow for earlier access

Car Parking: 

• $10 plus applicable fees.
• Available for purchase in advance and on game day.

• Lot will open 2.5 hours prior to kickoff, advanced payments will allow for earlier
access.

Rules & Regulations:
• RV hook ups are not available.
• Generators are allowed.
• An additional car may be added to an RV reservation at the time of purchase for an additional $10 plus

applicable fees.
• Advance parking payments will allow for earlier access.
• All guests should practice social distancing as best as possible when outside vehicles in designated areas.
• It is encouraged to wear a face mask when outside your vehicle.

• Tailgaiting will not be permitted for the home opener on 9/12. Patrons cannot raise tents, put up tables or

use grills and cooktops. Patrons are asked to please proceed to the stadium gates, which open 2 hours prior

to kickoff, once they exit their vehicle. For more information on the FSU Tailgate policy, click here.

Purchase Information:

• To purchase advanced parking please click here.
• All payments are not refundable.
• There are no discounts for multiple nights.
• Any questions regarding football parking, please contact the Donald L. Tucker Civic Center Box

Office Monday-Friday 10AM-5PM by calling 850-645-0747. (Parking can not be purchased
through this number)

https://seminoles.com/florida-state-will-not-allow-tailgating-for-football-season-opener/
https://tuckerciviccenter.evenue.net/cgi-bin/ncommerce3/SEGetEventList?groupCode=PK&linkID=global-dtcc&shopperContext=&caller=&appCode=&RSRC=WEB_VEN&RDAT=FBPK


Traffic Routes 
Pa g e | 9

Pre-Game Traffic Instructions
Fans are encouraged to use the following roadways to gain access to parking on and around FSU’s campus. 

• From the north, use Stadium Drive to Spirit Way or Pensacola Street, Macomb Street to Pensacola
Street or Bronough Street to Pensacola Street.

• From the east, use Pensacola, Jefferson or Gaines streets.

• From the west, use Pensacola or Tennessee streets to Stadium Drive.

• From the south, use Lake Bradford Road.

Expect traffic to be especially heavy on Tennessee Street, West Pensacola Street, South Monroe Street, 
Gaines Street, Jefferson Street, Lake Bradford Road and Orange Avenue before and after the game.

Different from previous years, TPD will only control intersections immediately surrounding the stadium. 
Neither TPD nor FSUPD will control intersections east of Woodward Avenue, north of Call Street, west of 
Stadium Drive, and south of Gaines Street. Other intersections closer to Doak Campbell Stadium will be 
controlled by TPD as much as three–and–a–half (3 1/2) hours before the start of the game.

Post-Game
After the game, all streets surrounding the stadium will operate as normal with the exception of Stadium 
Drive between Lake Bradford Road and Pensacola Street. This area will remain closed to allow Stadium 
Operations personnel to depart. After the game, eastbound light cycles will be increased to allow eastbound 
traffic to flow for a longer period. Different from previous years, Jefferson Street will be utilized to move 
traffic eastbound from the stadium.   



Disabled Parking Program (DPP) 

Florida State University is committed to ensuring that individuals with disabilities have equal 

opportunity and access to all the rights and privileges enjoyed by those who are not disabled. The 

University complies with all applicable federal and state laws, regulations, ordinances, orders, and 

rules. 

In addition to complying with applicable laws, FSU has dedicated parking for people with disabilities 

at all home football games. Due to the high demand for these spaces during FSU football games, 

they are made available through an application process. 

DPP parking spaces for FSU football games are located adjacent to the stadium and in the West 

Pensacola Parking Garage, Booster Lot 9, located on the northwest corner of St. Augustine Street 

and Walker Street (just south of West Pensacola Street). Individuals provided access to a DPP 

parking space or area will be mailed information that includes a game day parking placard(s) and 

a map with directions to the assigned space or area. The placards are non-transferable and remain 

the property of Florida State University. 

Every attempt will be made to accommodate each request; however, due to the limited allocation 

of parking spaces, assignments are made on a first-come, first-served basis. An individual who has 

received a parking placard in a prior year will not automatically receive a parking placard for 

subsequent years.  New applications must be completed each year. Any applicant who applies for 

disabled parking but does not receive a space due to limited availability, will be placed on a waiting 

list in the order that the request was received. At the time a space becomes available, the applicant 

will be promptly notified. Those not assigned a DPP space in the West Pensacola Street Parking 

Garage can take advantage of additional disabled parking at St. Augustine Parking Garage located 

on the northeast corner of Copeland Street and St. Augustine Street. Dial-A-Ride transit services 

are available at both parking locations. 

An individual who receives a parking assignment as a part of their Seminole Boosters 

package must choose either their booster location or the disabled parking location, but not both. 

Selecting DPP parking will cancel the Boosters parking assignment. 

 Don't forget to request seating accommodations, if needed. 

ADA Parking and Assistance 
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Additional Resources 

• 2020 DPP Application Packet

• Disabled Parking Program Map

• Stadium Restroom and Elevator Map

• West Pensacola Parking Garage (Lot 9) Map

Capital City Pedicabs has been authorized to provide an additional transportation option for 

those with disabilities.  Pedicabs will be available around the stadium in Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 

and Champions Way. Capital City Pedicabs operate 4 hours before kickoff and 1 hour after. This 

service is free to patrons with disabilities (but tips are appreciated. To use this service please call 

or text (850) 567-6255. 

ADA Parking and Assistance Pa g e | 11

Face Coverings

Face masks covering the mouth and nose will be required while in the 
stadium for all individuals 2 years of age or older for the entire duration of the 
football game. The only exception is if eating or drinking. 

Any fan who is not wearing a mask will be asked to put on a mask or leave 
the event. 

https://transportation.fsu.edu/sites/default/files/media/doc/Disabled%20Parking%20Introduction%20Letter%202020.pdf
https://transportation.fsu.edu/sites/default/files/media/doc/Disabled%20Parking%20Introduction%20Letter%202020.pdf
https://transportation.fsu.edu/sites/default/files/media/doc/Disabled%20Parking%20Introduction%20Letter%202020.pdf
https://compliance.hr.fsu.edu/PDF/StadiumRestroomChart.pdf
https://transportation.fsu.edu/sites/default/files/media/doc/ParkingLotMap_Garage6.pdf
https://emergency.fsu.edu/sites/g/files/upcbnu1431/files/Disabled%20Parking%20Map_0.pdf


Golf Carts on Game Day: 

Golf carts will be available for disabled parking patrons before and after each game. The golf 

cart service will begin approximately three (3) hours prior to kick-off and continue one 

(1) hour after kick-off. Service will resume approximately thirty (30) minutes prior to the

endof the game and continue one (1) hour after the end of the game. 

Specific information on pick-up and drop-off locations will be made available closer to the 

first game day. 

Personal golf carts are prohibited. An assigned decal must be affixed to the golf cart on 

game day for authorized operation. Unauthorized golf carts will not be permitted to operate 

on campus on game day. 
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Prohibited Items in the Stadium 

All ticket holders and their belongings may be searched upon entry into stadium. If ticket holders 

elect not to consent to the searches they will be denied entry into the stadium without refund. 

PROHIBITED ITEMS 

• Alcohol or illegal drugs

• Weapons or explosives

• Umbrellas

• Food or beverage from outside the stadium

• Coolers or containers, including cans, cups and bottles

• Bags larger than 12” x 6” x 12”

• Backpacks

• Chair-backs with arms or larger than a single seat

• Artificial noisemakers (whistles, bells, air horns, etc.)

• Video equipment, tape recorders, cameras with lenses longer than 6”

• Sticks, poles, flags or signs (selfie sticks)

• Laser Pointers

• Laptops

• Pets (exception: special service animals)

• Strollers

• Skateboards / Hover boards / Segway’s / Other Personal Transport Devices (unless ADA)

• Beach balls or other airborne objects

• Non-Clear Bags (new)

Additional items may be prohibited at the discretion of the law enforcement officials as dictated 

by increased threat conditions. 

There are no provisions to check/store prohibited items at the gate. 

Prohibited Items inside the stadium Pa g e | 13 



Prohibited Items inside the stadium 
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The Florida State University Athletics Department and the FSU Police instituted a clear bag 

policy for all athletic events at the start of the 2016 season. 

The clear bag policy provides a safer environment at home events and should significantly 

expedite fan entry into FSU athletic venues including Doak Campbell  Stadium. 

The policy closely matches those already in place at all NFL stadiums. 

Under the policy, each fan is allowed one clear bag (plus clutch or small purse) into FSU home 

athletic events that conform to the following restrictions: 

• CLEAR plastic, vinyl or PVC that are no larger than 12” x 6” x 12” (readily available one- 

gallon, clear, re-sealable plastic storage bags meet the policy)

• If a logo appears on the bag, it cannot be larger than 4.5” x 6.5”

• Small clutch bags no larger than 4.5” x 6.5”, or approximately the size of a hand, with or

without a strap are allowed.

• Medically necessary items that are too large to fit into a clear bag within allowable

dimensions can be brought in only after clearing a screening process at GATE C.

Clear Bag Policy 
Pa g e | 15 



Clear Bag Policy 
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Lot 9 

ADA Transportation 
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Concessions and Food 

A wide array of concessions is available inside the stadium during game time. These include 

burgers, pizza, pretzels, ice cream, sodas, coffee, sports drinks, water, hotdogs, nachos, and 

more. 

Navigational Tools 

Doak Campbell Stadium First Floor (GPS) 

Doak Campbell Stadium Second Floor (GPS) 

ADA Transportation 
Pa g e | 18

Buss Pick-up 

ADA ONLY 
ENTRENCE TO 

GARAGE USING 
DUNWOODY ST 

ADA or Booster 
Pass  

ENTRENCE on 
Walker Street 

Lot 9 Booster / 
ADA Parking 

Garage (6) 

Doak Campbell Stadium 

Concessions and Game Day Dining Options 

https://seminoledining-preview.sodexomyway.com/concessions/doak-campbell.html
https://seminoledining-preview.sodexomyway.com/concessions/doak-campbell.html
https://seminoledining.sodexomyway.com/concessions/doak-campbell-2nd


The Moore Athletic Center 

The Coyle E. Moore Athletic Center, completed in 2004, is the home of FSU Athletics and Seminole 

Productions, an auxiliary of the College of Communications. Covering 163,000 square feet of office, 

classroom, training, and presentation space, Moore is also home to the FSU Athletics Hall of Fame. 

The Center is located between Gates A and  M  at  Doak  Campbell  Stadium.  The  Moore Athletic 

Center is closed to the public on game days. 

Map of Florida State University (Click here) 

The Coyle Moore Athletic Center (University Center D) 
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Click Here for the 2020 Booster Parking Map 

https://emergency.fsu.edu/sites/g/files/upcbnu1431/files/2020-booster%20parking-map--%20(1).pdf


Emergency Response 

The FSU Police Department, local law enforcement partners, and other public safety 

professionals go through great lengths to ensure the safety of game day patrons before, 

during, and after the game. In the event of an emergency during the game, officials 

have the capability  of communicating with fans through the stadium public address 

system, the main video screen, televisions located near vending locations within the 

stadium in addition to other means of communication using the FSU Alert Emergency 

Notification System. Instructions will be given to fans regarding evacuation orders, or other 

information that may convey important emergency information. Fans should at all times 

carefully listen to instructions and follow them. Law enforcement officers and other 

public safety professionals are provided with emergency instructions and training to assist 

in the event of a major emergency. 

For general law enforcement and medical needs, the stadium is fully staffed with law 

enforcement officers and medical service professionals. Some important numbers to remember 

are: 

Stadium Police Sub-Station: 644-1980 

SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING: Part of a nationwide initiative to make all sports venues 

safer is the SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING campaign. Fans are encouraged not to ignore 

anything suspicious but rather to realize that safety matters in and around the stadium. If you see 

something unusual text keyword fsufan and message to 35842. 

Report Unruly Fans: 645-JERK (5375) or text keyword: fsufan and message to 35842 Emergencies 

Inside and Outside the Stadium: 9-1-1 

Main Line Campus Police: 850-644-1234 

Main Line Tallahassee Police: 850-606-5800 

Contact the Stadium Police Substation to report any police or medical emergency. Note that the 

Tallahassee Fire Department also assigns firefighters to the game for fire and rescue response 

needs. 

Emergency Response / Unruly Fans 
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Law enforcement officials operate strategically located cameras to allow for monitoring of events 

and activities taking place in and around the stadium. These sophisticated devices enables public 

safety personnel to view large areas or zoom in on individuals who may be causing disturbances. 

Please note that when officers are called to an area in the stands, cameras are directed on the area 

to monitor and record activities. 

WEAPONS 

Weapons are prohibited on the FSU Campus, and persons are subject to being detained or 

arrested by FSU law enforcement personnel, including their agents, except as a result of the 

following circumstances: 

a. Firearms may be carried by police officers and licensed security personnel expressly authorized

by law to carry firearms on school property.

b. The person is 18 years old or older and is lawfully in possession of a weapon or firearm in such

person's private vehicle, as provided in § 790.25(5), Florida Statutes.

c. The person is 18 years old or older and is lawfully in possession of a handgun that is

securely encased in a private vehicle pursuant to § 790.25(5), Florida Statutes,

regardless of whether or not such person possesses a concealed weapons or firearm 

license. 

d. The person is a registered student, employee, or faculty member of Florida State

University who possesses a concealed weapon or firearm license and is in possession of a

stun gun or non-lethal electric weapon or device designed solely for defensive purposes

and which weapon does not fire a dart or projectile as provided by § 790.06(12)(a)l 3,

Florida Statutes.

e. The person is 18 years old or older and is carrying a legal firearm other than a handgun, such

as a rifle or shotgun, anywhere in a private vehicle when such firearm is being carried for a

lawful use and is not being carried concealed on the person. 

Emergency Response / Unruly Fans Pa g e | 22
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Alcohol 

Alcohol will be sold and allowed inside of the stadium. With proper identification, including 

proof of being over 21 years old, patrons can buy beer at concession stands throughout the 

stadium and may take their beverages to their seats this season. Persons who attempt to conceal 

alcoholic beverages from outside the stadium in order to bring them into the stadium 

will be ejected from the game. Persons under 21 years of age who are in possession of an 

alcoholic beverage, or persons who willfully supply alcohol to persons under 21 years of age 

are subject to ejection from the game and arrest. 

Drugs / Contraband 

The possession of illegal drugs is a violation of Florida law and in strictly enforced on the FSU 

campus. Persons who are in possession of illegal drugs are subject to arrest by police. 

Banner Policy 

A. All banners must be in good taste and not contain grotesque or suggestive expressions

that reflect negatively upon Florida State University.

B. Banners cannot cover any existing signs inside the stadium.

C. Banners are not permitted on the overhang areas.

D. Flags, Banners, or Poles will not be allowed in the seating area of the stadium.

Smoking Policy 

Smoking is prohibited in all areas of Doak Campbell Stadium with the exception of the 

designated smoking areas located at ground floors of Gates B and L and the open-air 

decks. 

Alcohol and Drugs Policy – Game Day 
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- UCA bus loop/ Garnet-n-Go

- SunTrust ATM outside the UCB Sports Shop

Additionally, all concession stands can now
accept card payments.

Wristbands will be made available in the Police Substation (located at Gate C) that can be 

adhered to the wrist of special care individuals. This wristband will assist law enforcement and 

first responders in the even the individual is lost. Responsible persons can write on the wristbands 

any emergency contact information they deem necessary. This is a free  service. 

ATM Locations 
Pa g e | 24

Special Care Populations 

Uber and Taxi Drop Off and Pick Up 



Click Here for Interactive Seating Map 

• Student Ticket Highlights Football Info
• Login to your student account

• FSU student ticket information FAQ

• FSU Student Spear It Rewards Point  Program

Interactive Stadium Seating Map 
General Seating for Student Entry 
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Student Seating 2020 Student Ticket Info 

The student section is Located in the  North End zone.  The Seminoles student sections cross over 
sections 40, 41 and 1-7. 

Students should enter through Gate M.

Students must sit in seats designated by a decal stating "SIT HERE". Any student who is sitting or 
standing in an unauthorized location will be asked to move or leave the event.

https://www.seats3d.com/ncaa/florida_state_university/football/#/
https://fsuspearitrewards.com/welcome
https://seminoles.com/studenttickets/
https://fsuspearitrewards.com/welcome


Students who request tickets must be tested at the Tucker Center COVID-19 Test Site between 9 a.m. Monday, 
Sept. 28, and 4 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 30. The online registration window will open on Thursday, Sept. 24, to sign 
up for a mandatory COVID-19 test at the Donald L. Tucker Civic Center. Students may sign up for testing at 
https://uhs.fsu.edu/coronavirus/testing.

The Student Ticket Request Period runs from 5 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 24, through 5 p.m. Tuesday, Sept 29. 
Requests will not be accepted after 5 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 29. Students can request tickets at https://seminoles.com/
studenttickets/.

Students who are eligible to receive their requested ticket will be notified by Friday, Oct. 2, pending a negative test 
result. All test results are confidential and Athletics Department personnel do not have access to private medical 
information.

Tickets will be emailed to eligible students by 12 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 3.

Students who do not get tested during the Monday - Wednesday window or who receive a positive COVID-19 test 
result will not be eligible for a ticket. Students who test positive will be contacted by FSU's SAFER contact 
assessment team. Please keep in mind that a number of additional factors may also determine your eligibility for 
tickets, including student conduct code violations.

Students who already have a positive COVID-19 test result on file with the university but are no longer positive 
and have been officially cleared to be on campus are not required to test again to be eligible for football tickets. 
Students who test for the purpose of football tickets who are also selected for the randomized program that week 
may utilize the same test for both purposes. Due to privacy laws and regulations, we are only able to accept tests 
that have been completed through the campus testing program.

Any student who violates the University's safety protocol will not have access to the ticket lottery system in the 
future

Student Ticketing Info
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4-OP-E-7 Unmanned Aircraft Systems (Unmanned Aircraft and Model Aircraft) Operation

Policy

Responsible 

Division: 
Finance and Administration 

Approving Official: Kyle Clark 

Effective Date: January 1, 2016 

Last Revision Date: August 11, 2016 

SPECIFIC AUTHORITY 

FDC 4/3621 

14 CFR SECTION 99.7 

FAA Modernization and Reform Act 2012 

OBJECTIVE 

To provide an official University policy pertaining to use of unmanned aircraft systems on 

property owned and managed by Florida State University. 

OVERVIEW 

The Federal Aviation Administration, and relevant state and federal law, regulates the 

operation of unmanned aircraft systems, including drones and model aircraft. Florida 

State University establishes this policy to ensure compliance with those legal obligations 

for the safety and welfare of its students, employees, and visitors. 

A. DEFINITIONS

1. “Unmanned Aircraft System” (UAS), commonly referred to as drones, is defined by

the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) as “the unmanned aircraft (UA) and all

of the associated support equipment, control station, data links, telemetry,
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communications and navigation equipment, etc., necessary to operate the 

unmanned aircraft. The UA is the flying portion of the system, flown by a pilot via 

a ground control system or autonomously through the use of an on board 

computer, communications links and any additional equipment that is necessary 

for the UA to operate safely” pursuant to Section 331(9) of the FAA Modernization 

and Reform Act of 2012 (Pub. L. 112-95). 

2. “Unmanned aircraft” (UA) is defined by the FAA as “an aircraft that is operated

without the possibility of direct human intervention from within or on the aircraft,”

pursuant to Section 331(8) of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012

(Pub. L. 112-95).

3. “Small unmanned aircraft” is defined by the FAA as “an unmanned aircraft

weighing less than 55 lbs.” pursuant to Section 331(6) of the FAA

Modernization and Reform Act of 2012 (Pub. L. 112-95).

4. “Model aircraft” is defined by the FAA as an “unmanned aircraft that is (1) capable

of sustained flight in the atmosphere; (2) flown within the visual line of sight of the

person operating the aircraft; and (3) flown for hobby or recreational purposes”,

pursuant to Section336(c) of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012 (Pub.

L. 112-95).

5. Hobbyist user: Recreational or hobby use is typically understood as the UAS is

being flown for personal interest and enjoyment and not for business purposes or

compensation or hire.

6. Public/Governmental user: Public entities, which include publically funded

universities, law enforcement, fire departments and other government agencies

which conduct flight operations for a governmental function including public

safety and research.
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7. Commercial or Business user: Any commercial use in connection with a business,

including: Selling photos or videos taken from a UAS, using UAS to provide

contract services, such as industrial equipment or factory inspection, or using UAS

to provide professional services, such as security or telecommunications. Examples

of Commercial users are: Professional real estate or wedding photography,

professional cinema photography for a film or television production or providing

contract services for mapping or land surveys

8. COA- Certificate of Authorization or Waiver. According to the FAA, the COA is an

authorization issued by the Air Traffic Organization to a public operator for a

specific UA activity. After a complete application is submitted, FAA conducts a

comprehensive operational and technical review. If necessary, provisions or

limitations may be imposed as part of the approval to ensure the UA can operate

safely with other airspace users. In most cases, FAA will provide a formal response

within 60 days from the time a completed application is submitted.

9. 333 Exemption – FAA exemption based on Section 333 of the FAAModernization

and Reform Act of 2012 (FMRA) which grants the Secretary of

10. Transportation the authority to determine whether an airworthiness certificate is

required for a UAS to operate safely in the National Airspace System.

11. Part 107 of the Federal Aviation Regulation - new rules for non-hobbyist small

unmanned aircraft (UAS) operations – Part 107 of the Federal Aviation Regulations

(PDF) – cover a broad spectrum of commercial uses for drones weighing less than

55 pounds including operating Requirements, Pilot Certifications, Airframe (UAS)

Certifications, Private considerations and other relevant requirements.
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12. Small Unmanned Aircraft System Registration – Effective February 19, 2016, Federal

law requires aircraft registration, prior to the first flight, to help ensure safety – for

you, others on the ground, and manned aircraft. UAS pose new security and

privacy challenges and must be traceable in the event of an incident. It will also

help enable the return of your UAS should it be lost. All owners of small UAS

weighing more than 250 grams (0.55 lbs.) and less than 55 lbs. must register using

this new system. A certificate of registration will be available to download and will

be sent to your email address at the time of registration. When operating your

UAS you must be able to present the certificate in either print or electronic format

if asked for proof of registration. Once registered, operators will receive a unique

registration number, not an N-number, and they must mark the registration

number on the UAS by some means that is legible and allows the number to be

readily seen.

13. Reasonable expectation of privacy - Locations where there is an objective

expectation of privacy. Examples include but are not limited to restrooms, locker

rooms, residence halls, and health treatment and medical facilities

B. POLICY

1. All operations of UAS on or above University owned or managed property must

comply with all local, state, and federal laws, including FAA regulations, and best

practices regarding the use of UAS. The operator of the UAS is responsible to

ensure compliance with all relevant laws and regulations in the operation of the

UAS.

2. Specific authorization to operate a UAS, including small unmanned aircraft and

model aircraft, which is piloted or launched from any University owned or

managed property must be granted by Florida State University’s Assistant Vice

President for Safety and Chief of Police ten (10) business days before such

operation is permitted. UAS operators must provide proof of FAA registration of
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UAS to the University. This request shall include all pertinent information 

regarding time, location and participants associated with the requested flight(s). 

3. Any University employee or student wishing to operate a UAS as part of their

University employment or as part of an University program must;

a. Commercial: Meet all applicable requirements of Part 107 of the Federal

Aviation Regulation for commercial, non-governmental flights.

b. Public/Governmental: Provide approval from University COA coordinator

that proposed flight or program has been approved and is operating under

the University’s COA.

This shall be in addition to receiving permission from the Assistant Vice President 

for Safety and Chief of Police. 

4. FAA regulations require that UAS operators operating UAs within a 5 mile radius

of Tallahassee International Airport must give specific notice prior the use of UAs

to the airport operator or controller. The University’s main campus is within a 5

mile radius of the airport.

5. Any model aircraft operated on University property may not exceed an altitude of

400 feet; may not be flown outside of the visual observation of the pilot; may not

fly near people; may not fly in a careless or reckless manner; may not interfere

with manned aircraft operations; and may not be used to take a photograph or

video for compensation or sale to another individual, pursuant to FAAguidelines.

6. Any UAS, including small unmanned aircraft and model aircrafts, shall not beused

to monitor, photograph, or record areas where there is a reasonable expectation

of privacy in accordance with accepted social norms. These areas include, but are

not limited to restrooms, locker rooms, individual residential rooms, changing or

dressing rooms and health treatment rooms. Further, UAS, including small

unmanned aircraft and model aircrafts, shall not be used to monitor, photograph
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or record residential hallways, residential lounges or the insides of campus 

daycare facilities. 

7. The UAS may not be used to monitor, photograph, or record sensitive institutional

or personal private information.

8. The FAA “Notice to Airman” (NOTAM) FDC/3621 forbids all aircraft operations,

including UAS operations within a three (3) nautical mile radius (NMR) up to and

including 3,000 feet above ground level (AGL) of Doak Campbell Stadium

beginning one hour before the scheduled start of a NCAA football game until one

hour after the game ends. However, aircraft operations for broadcast coverage or

for operational purposes of the event are authorized with an approved airspace

waiver from the FAA. These restrictions do not apply to aircraft authorized by and

in contact with Air Traffic Control (ATC) for Department of Defense, law

enforcement, or air ambulance flight operations.

9. Any violations of this policy by employees and students will be dealt with in

accordance with applicable University policies and procedures. Any third parties

that operate UAS in violation of this policy will be treated as trespassers and may

be removed from campus. Violators of local, state, and federal laws may be

handled by appropriate law enforcement.

10. Additional Liability Insurance: Environmental Health and Safety may want to add a

requirement for additional liability insurance for all or part of the three different

proposed types of UAS flights.

11. Any faculty, staff, or students operating UAS for hobby or recreational purposes

should consult the local chapter of the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) to

locate an AMA-sanctioned location where such UAS use is approved.
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Changes game to game: Courtyard Check-In Opens for All Members 

(Click on link for up to date information) 

Ticket holders will enter through a private courtyard adjacent to the Unconquered Plaza 

between stadium Gates G and H on the South Side of Doak Campbell Stadium. 

Club Seat Holders will have four gates of entry: 

 Two express gates, one on each side, are for those who do not bring bags. During

the check-in process you will be carded and banded so please bring your ID to

verify that you are over 21.

 The two center gates are for those who bring a bag. (Remember: only 12 x 6 x 12

clear bags are permitted.)

 Five elevators are available to lift you to the Champions Club and Terraces floors.

UCC Members with Stadium Seats

 3rd floor Ballroom Level & Outdoor Patio
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In order to comply with safe practices in 2020, the Beer Gardens WILL NOT be open 
inside Doak Campbell Stadium.  However, with proper identification, including proof 
of being over 21 years old, patrons can buy beer at concession stands throughout 
the stadium and may take their beverages to their seats this season.
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